[Relationship between lipids and cutaneous immunity: example of the gangliosides].
Gangliosides are glycosphingolipids made of hydrophobic ceramides coupled to hydrophilic sialylated oligosaccharides. They belong to lipid rafts located on the outer leaflet of the plasma membrane and their oligosaccharide moieties are exposed on the cell surface. Gangliosides are shed as monomeric molecules from the plasma membrane by a largely unknown mechanism into the extracellular medium and they are synthesized de novo by the cells. The shed gangliosides bind to lipoproteins from which they are taken up by erythrocytes and leukocytes. The ganglioside enrichment of leukocytes results in an alteration in the transduction of activation signals, leading to an impaired cellular immunity.